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SYRIAN STUDIES ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER

VOLUME XIIl NO. 2

sl Slabyadl Ayl 5400

400 Years of Syrian-Dutch Relations

Book Review: 400 Years of the Dutch Consulate in Aleppo 1607-2007

Hussein I. El-Mudarris and Olivier Salmon, Les relations en-
tre les Pays-Pas et la Syrie ottomane au XVII° siecle. Les
400 ans du Consulat des Pays-Bas a Alep (1607-2007)
(Aleppo, livralep@aol.com, 2007). 97 pages with bibliogra-
phy; no index.

Reviewed by Maurits H. van den Boogert

When the first Dutch ship arrived off the Syrian coast at the
end of the sixteenth century, the European nations which al-
ready had a representative in Aleppo instantly realised that
this would pose a formidable threat to their interests. Because
the Dutch initially did not have privileges (ahdnames, known in

cussion of Amsterdam’s development as a leading centre of
international trade is subsequently mirrored by the section on
Aleppo’s economic importance (the ample illustrations visually
strengthening the comparison}. Then follow chapters on the
earliest Dutch merchants in the Syrian city, and the state of
Dutch trade there from 1603 until 1621. De Valée’s appoint-
ment is discussed in a separate chapter, followed by sections
on the embassy of Cornelis Haga to Istanbul in 1612, the Ca-
pitulations he was granted that year, and Haga’s successors to
the eighteenth century. The discussion then turns to the net-
work of Dutch consulates which were established in the Levant
from 1607 and to the consulate in Aleppo under Cornelis Pauw
from 1613 to 1622. The reader is also offered a survey of the
commodities in which the Dutch conducted trade in Aleppo,
particularly cereals, spices and textiles. Sub-

the West as Capitulations) to conduct trade in
the Ottoman Empire under their own flag, the
French and the English both offered to
“protect” the Dutch merchants, who had to pay
consular fees to their hosts. The Ottomans were
also aware of the potential significance of Dutch
trade. Both the reference to the first vessel’s
arrival in the official chronicle of Naima and the
speed with which the first Dutch ambassador
was granted capitulations once his government
had formally requested them in 1612 illustrate
this. During the course of the seventeenth cen-
tury, the Dutch rapidly became the dominant
carriers of merchandise in the Mediterranean,
while their position gradually declined after-
wards due to political and commercial develop-
ments.

Five years before the Dutch obtained trade

Jgs velutions enre Ies Paps-Bas
et la Sprie ottomane
au XV sivele

s 200 ans du Consilat des Peps-Bas 4 Chlp

{1607 - 2007}

Husetin TS ekerss & Slivier Sabmoi

sequent chapters discuss the organisation
and daily life of the Dutch community in the
city, and the consulate’s history during the
rest of the seventeenth century. This is fol-
lowed by a discussion of the cultural and
academic contacts, focusing not only on the
Dutch acquisition of Oriental manuscripts by
scholars like Jacobus Golius, but also on
prominent accounts of travel (e.g. Cornelis
de Bruijn, and Olfert Dapper, who was, as
the authors point out, a “fireside traveller”
who relied exclusively on the accounts of
others). The influence of “the Orient” on
Dutch painting during its Golden Age and
during the Ottoman Tulip Era is also dis-
. { cussed. A brief outline of the consulate’s
‘ﬁi history from the eighteenth century until the
i present concludes the historical survey. But
he book does not end there, because it also
4 offers several appendices. Besides a com-

5

privileges of their own, the first Dutch consulate
in the Ottoman Empire was established in Aleppo in 1607. This
was almost two decades before their trade was organized in
several councils of “Directors of the Levant Trade”, the most
important of which was established in Amsterdam in 1625. This
means that the status of first Dutch consul in Aleppo, Aernout
de Valée, effectively resembled that of mediaeval consuls,
who principally acted as representatives of their local commu-
nity of countrymen vis-a-vis the local Ottoman authorities. The
capitulations gave the consul a stronger legal position, but
only in the nineteenth century did Western consulates in the
Ottoman Empire begin to look anything like modern diplomatic
stations.

This year the Dutch consulate in Aleppo celebrates its
400" anniversary, and it is on that occasion that the book un-
der review was published. In just under one hundred pages,
this beautifully illustrated volume covers four hundred years of
Dutch-Syrian relations, with an emphasis on the seventeenth
century. After a brief introduction about the genesis of the
Dutch Republic, the reader is offered a concise survey of the
earliest diplomatic relations in the sixteenth century. The dis-

plete list of all Dutch consuls over the entire
400-year period, for example, it reproduces three pre-modern
Western accounts of Aleppo - the last of which, by the inter-
preter (dragoman) of the Dutch embassy in Istanbul, Gaspard
Testa, dates from 1754 and is published here for the first time.

This book is a valuable addition to the literature on the Otto-
man Empire’s relations with Europe in general, and on Dutch-
Syrian relations in particular. So far, scholarly attention has
focused on a limited number of diplomatic and commercial
aspects, and surveys of larger periods are scarce. The authors
should also be commended for spelling the vast majority of
Dutch names correctly, which is an accomplishment, consider-
ing the often exotic orthography found in both the sources and
the literature. Moreover, the work under review offers new
details about the background of the first Dutch consul in
Aleppo, and the list of consuls through the ages (which was
only partly available so far) in the appendix will be valuable
for researchers who do not read Dutch. The list contains the

(Continued on page 18)
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(Continued from page 4)
Dutch Consulate in Aleppo

only typo | have found (where it says Giovanni Rosche, read
Gosche), but this merely confirms the book’s overall care for
such details.

The Dutch Lion Dollar was accepted throughout the Levant in the pre-
modern period.

The authors aimed to serve a wide readership, and it is only
logical that choices had to be made. That they preferred to
emphasise the consulate’s golden years, only touching upon
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries is also understand-
able. (For those who are interested in these periods, both the
Netherlands and Syria have well-catalogued, accessible ar-
chives holding relevant materials still waiting to be discov-
ered.) Hussein El-Mudarris and Olivier Salmon compare their
text with “un jasmin, s’étenant dans de multiples directions,
et offrant son parfum aussi bien aux jardiniers chevronnés
qu’aux simples passants dans la rue.” Hopefully this study will
attract new attention, from both specialists and non-

specialists, to the subject it so elegantly presents. O

This book is only available through Hussein I. El-Mudarris, the
Dutch consul in Aleppo. Requests should be addressed to the
Dutch Consulate, Trade Promotion Office, P.O. Box 7313,
Aleppo, Syria. The fax number is: 00-963-21-2229591.

Maurits H. van den Boogert (PhD Leiden, 2001) is the author of
The Capitulations and the Ottoman Legal System (Leiden,
2005) and is an editor of the Journal of the Economic and So-
cialHistory of the Orient. He works for Brill Academic Publish-
ers as an academic project manager for the Encyclopaedia of
Islam- Three.
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