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Under the patronage of

His Eminence Monsignor Mar Gregorios Yohanna Ihmlum : .
Archbishop of the Syriac Orthodox Church in Aleppo: =~

The Royal Consulate of the Netherlands .
&

The Hon. Consulate of the Federal Republic of Germany
in Aleppo
cordially invite you to the opening of the exhibition of

cHussein I, E1-CMudarris & Olivier Salmon

“QRomantic Clravel through CBartlett's Engravings”
CDrawings of Europe and the SMiddle East from the 19° Century

On Sunday June 24, 2007 at 7 p.m..:' :
at Al-Assad Gallery - Syndicate of Fine Arts - Aleppo

The exhibition will be opened from June 24 to 28, 2007 from 6 till 9 p.im.

Free entrance
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Né a Londres en 1809, William Henry Bartlett est le modéle de l'artiste
voyageur. Ses voyages l'ont mené un peu partout.en Europe (Pays-Bas,
Allemagne, France, ltalie, Angleterre, etc.) mais aussi en Amérique et
dans I'Empire ottoman (Syrie, Liban, Palestine, etc.). L'Orient tient une
place & part dans son ceuvre aussi bien par les nombreux voyages qu'il y fit
que par la quantité d'ouvrages qui lui sont consacrés, parmi lesquels Syria,
the Holy Land, Asia Minor (1836), Beauties of the Bosphorus (1839),
Walks aboui Jerusalem (1844), Forty Days -in the Desert (1848), The
Nile-Boar (1849), Footsteps of our Lord (1851). 11 en est le plus souvent
I'illustrateur mais 1l est également l'auteur d'une dizaine d'ouvrages.

Bartlett a la particulanité d'avoir dessiné les paysages, ruines, mosquées
et églises qu'il vit de ses propres yeux, contrairement & beaucoup d'autres
artistes qui se contentaient de copier les gravures déja existantes. La
quahté du rendu architectural des édifices, la beauté et l'authenticité de ses
dessins expliquent le succés de son cguvre qui-sera copiée tout au'long du
XIX¢siecle et méme au XX siecle. Les illustrations du verso des billets de

banque de 10 livres syriennes et du recto de ceux de 25 livres émusien 1920 |

et 1939 et gravés par Bradbury, Wilkinson & C°3a Londres, sont en réa[ité'
des dessins de Bartlett représentant l'ancien port de Lattaqu[le..h (et ane v

de la ville de Damas, 11 était donc logique de’ rendre- ‘hommage i Bartle tt""

qui sut offrir aux yeux du monde les heautcs de la Syrie, des Pays-Bas et
de I'Allemagne. 3
Nous tenons a dédicacer cette Expusumn a, uu gmnd amoureux de la

Syrie et du monde arabe, Son Emelh‘:ﬁce Dr. leﬁ!aps -van Dam. ' =
- Hvoyagea enSyrle" 24
“par’ qté-'; cnire autres, au
Liban, en Egypte, en Turquie ot en Alfémagne. De méme que Vartiste ' other.countries, Similar tothe way in which the artist Bartlett reveals the
Bartlett révele a travers ses dessins les: ressetnhlannes ‘entre. dlﬁél’emas:_?_' sy

régions du monde, dé-méme l'arabisant’Dr. van Dam établit ce lien .
précieux et utile entre les peuples et les cultures nntmnmﬂntpar sa 'lt;mgue' e

carriere diplomatique et son livre sur les reialmns entre les Pays-ﬂ&s et le 4,

actuellement Ambassadeur des Pays- Hag m‘lnaqae_sm
pour la premiére fois en 1964 et travailla par la:

monde arabe paru en 1987.
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William Henry Bartlett was born in London in 1809 and died of a fever at
sea off Malta returning from Palestine in 1854. As an artist he travelled
through Europe and in the Ottoman Empire-as well as to America. The
Orient takes a very important place in his life, as-becomes apparent
through several journeys he made in this region, as well as in s work
through the numerous books he illustrated, among them Syria, the Holy
Land, Asia Minor (1836), Beauties of the Bosphorus (1839), Walks about
Jerusalem (1844), Forty Days in the Desert (1848), The Nile-Boat (1849),
Footsteps of our Lord (1851).

As these books are very rare, this exhibition aims to-offer a larger aceess
to his drawings through reproductions of beautiful landscapes, ruins,
castles, mosques and churches in the Netherlands and Belgium (one of his
first books was Views of Holland and Belgivm in 1837), Germany, Central
Europe, Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, Palestine and Egypt. His work met with
sucha  success that it was copied many times during the 19™ and
20™ centuries. The illustrations on the Syrian 10 and 25 Pounds banknotes
which were emitted in 1920 and 1939, and engraved by Bradbury;
Wilkinson & C°, are copies from Bartlett's engravings representing the old
port of Lattakia and a.general view of Damascus published for the first

Lt timesins 183E,,F0r these’ contributions we would like to pay homage to

Bartlett who offered”to the eyes of the world the beauties of Syria, the
Netherlands and Germany.

'We would like to dedicate this exhibition to His Excellency Dr. Nikolaos
- van Dam, the renowned Arabist and current Ambassador of the

Netherlands in Indonesia, ‘who developed a great passion for Syria and the

' Arab world. ever since he travelled to Syria for the first time in 1964,
~ before wc:rkmg dt a later stage in Lebanon, Egypt, Turkey, Germany and

- similarities’ Ee:tween xdlﬂ'"ﬂ'ﬂﬂl regions in the world through his art, the
_Arabist Dr. ‘Nikolaos van Dam succeeds in establishing this-precious
- connection between peoples and cultures through his diplomatic and
- academic career, as well as through his book on the relations between the
... Netherlands and the Arab-world published in1987.
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